InterReligious Task Force on Central America 

3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113

ph: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@igc.org

	via fax: 

Sr. Julio Vega

Minister of Governance, Nicaragua


September 15, 2004

Dear Sir:

We, members of the InterReligious Task Force on Central America, are concerned for the life of Iván Argüello, recently captured in Costa Rica and extradited to Bluefields for his conviction in absentia of

the April, 2002 assassination of Francisco Garcia, a businessman and university professor in Bluefields.

It is imperative that he be protected so that, when the judicial proceedings are begun, he will be able to give his testimony against Peter Tsokas and Peter Martinez, the intellectual authors of the crime.

We also continue to be concerned for the safety of Francisco Garcia's wife, Maria Luisa Acosta, who is believed to have been the real target of the murder because of her representation of the community of Monkey Point and Rama indigenous communities in their legal battles with Peter Tsokos and Peter Martinez over land rights.

Therefore, we are urging you 

Thank you for your prompt attention.  We will continue to follow this case

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai

Coordinator

cc:  David H. Murdock, Chairman of Board, CEO, Dole Food Co. ~ via fax: 818-874-4997

       William S. Stavropoulos, Presiident, CEO, Board Chariman, Dow Chemical  ~ via fax: 989-636-5832

       Raymond T. Collins, Shell Oil ~ via fax: 713-241-0315


09_ Garcia case, Nicaragua

The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:

I R T F














